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CHAP. XVIII.

Influence
of the Re-
formation
on ike name
end asso-
ciations of
the Empire.

now denied to others. If union with the visible church
by participation in a material sacrament be necessary to
eternal life, persecution may be held a duty, a kindness
to perishing souls. But if the kingdom of heaven be in
every sense a kingdom of the spirit, if saving faith be
possible out of one visible body and under a diversity of
external forms, persecution becomes at once a crime and
folly. Therefore the intolerance of Protestants, if the
forms it took were less cruel than those practised by the
Roman Catholics, was also far less defensible; for it had
seldom anything better to allege on its behalf than mo-
tives of political expediency, or, more often, the mere
headstrong passion of a ruler or a faction to silence the
expressions of any opinions but their own. To enlarge
upon this theme, did space permit it, would not be to
digress from the proper subject of this narrative. For
the Empire, as has been said more than once already, was
far less an institution than a theory or doctrine. And
hence it is not too much to say, that the ideas which
have but recently ceased to prevail regarding the duty of
the magistrate to compel uniformity in doctrine and wor-
ship by the civil arm, may all be 'traced to the relation
which that theory established between the Roman Church
and the Roman Empire; to the conception, in fact, of an
Empire Church itself.
Two of the ways in which the Reformation affected the
Empire have been now described : its immediate political
results, and its far more profound doctrinal importance,
as implanting new ideas regarding the nature of freedom
and the province of government. A third, though ap-
parently almost superficial, cannot be omitted. Its name
and its traditions, little as they retained of their former
magic power, were still such as to excite the antipathy of